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ABSTRACT
Agriculture and animal husbandry are essential to the rural economy in India. According to 20th livestock census, India has more than 535 million population of livestock which was only 292 million in 1951 and 519 million in previous survey of 2012. In order to fulfill the fodder requirements of livestock, dairy farmers use combination of crop residues, grazing and cultivated forage crops. The green fodder is essential for livestock health as it provides required nutrients which ultimately effects the output of livestock sector. Therefore, the study entitled “Status and Prospects of Green Fodder Crops in Sub Tropics of Jammu Region” was conducted to examine the situation of green fodder crops in both irrigated as well as unirrigated areas of sub tropics of Jammu region. The study was conducted in Jammu and Kathua districts of Jammu region as these two districts have maximum area under green fodder crops. The total of 160 respondents were selected for study including 80 respondents from irrigated area and 80 respondents from unirrigated area. The semi-structured interview schedule was used for primary data collection. The results showed that 71 per cent of farmers were marginal farmers, 94 per cent of farmers possessed pacca house, 85 per cent farmers have toilets in their house and only 28 per cent of farmers possessed smart phone. Only 18 per cent of farmers were exclusively dependent on agriculture as source of income. The mean operational landholding was 0.80 ha. There was significant difference in average number of possession of livestock in irrigated and unirrigated area (t=2.65). In rabi season, 23 per cent of cultivable area was under fodder crops while in kharif season it was 24 per cent. The major fodder crops of unirrigated area were berseem, barley, etc. in rabi season while in kharif season bajra was major fodder crop followed by Sorghum. The major fodder crops of irrigated area were berseem and sorghum in rabi and kharif season respectively. In berseem cultivation, maximum adoption was found in time of sowing (50%). In sorghum cultivation, maximum adoption was found in method of sowing (100%). In bajra culitvation, maximum adoption was found in number of ploughings (60%). In unirrigated area, maximum respondents (95%) reported that there was scarcity of green fodder from mid June to mid July but in irrigated area, 69 per cent of respondents reported that there was scarcity of fodder from mid October to mid November. The feeding of tree leaves as green fodder was prominent in unirrigated area during rabi season. The area under green fodder crops during rabi season was significantly affected by size of land holding (p=0.000), area under cereal crops (p=0.000), area under oilseed crops (p=0.000), area under vegetable crop (p=0.000), livestock possession (0.006) and distance from nearest dairy (0.003). The area under green fodder crops during kharif season was significantly affected by land holding (p=0.000), area under cereal crops (0.000), area under millet crops (0.003), area under oilseed crops (p=0.021) and area under pulses (0.021). 
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